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Reclaim the true Christian meaning
of Valentine’s Day
By Al Hsu of The Suburban Christian

Christians have commemorated this day in memory of Valentine’s life of
selfless service and ministry. It’s not all about romantic couple love. Rather,
the emphasis is on love of neighbor and agape service love, not romantic
love. The romantic emphasis didn’t come until the Middle Ages, and then of
course it was heightened by 18th century Romanticism and now exacerbated
by modern Hollywood mythology and Western consumer culture. I think
Valentine’s Day should be reclaimed by Christians with a more holistic,
Trinitarian, agape understanding of love, not this narrow emphasis on
romantic couple love.
After all, in Christian tradition, romantic love is not the highest love. Greater
love has no one than this, that we lay down our lives for our friends. For
much of church history, friendship love was acknowledged as the highest
form of Christian love and service. And actually, romantic love was viewed
suspiciously because it tended to be overly emotive, irrational and could
create an idolatry of the love interest. So while we certainly should love and
honor our spouses and significant others on Valentine’s Day, we should only
see this as one particular expression of the greater love that is agape love of
neighbor.
So commemorate Valentine’s Day by being other-centered and honoring
others in the sprit of Christian love. Get a pack of children’s valentines and
give them to your friends and coworkers. Use the day as an opportunity to
call, write or e-mail someone you haven’t heard from for a while. Honor
Christ by serving him the spirit of St. Valentine. Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Sunday School: Join us as we study the Parables of Jesus each Sunday morning
at 9:15 a.m.

EVENTS:

February 1 at 9:15 a.m. – Prayer Breakfast.
February 8, at 2:45 p.m. – Lady Tiger Basketball Game. Meet at the Church at
2:45 p.m. Tickets to the game will be provided. Bring your own money for snacks. We will return by 6:45 p.m. Call
Mrs. Jan at 295-1294, to sign up for this trip.

. . .

Heath Watson, Director of Music
“Love exciting and new…” great lyrics from an era
gone by but ever true in the hearts and minds of
Christianity. Why? Because God is love! The
question is: do you truly love Him? His plan is for
you to love Him and use your gifts and talents to
show that love to others. Singing is one way to show
God’s love!
Celebration Choir practice has started again and we
would be happy, happy, happy if you would come
and join us. We rehearse on Sunday nights after the
evening service (6 p.m.)!! Hope to see you there!!

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815
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~ February 2015 ~

◄ January

Sun

Mon

1

2

Youth Prayer Breakfast
9:15 a.m.

Groundhog Day

Tue

Wed

March ►

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

Church Council 4 p.m.
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship
5 p.m.
Celebration Choir

6:00 p.m.

6 p.m.

8

9

Youth LSU Basketball
Game – 2:45 p.m.
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship
5 p.m.
Celebration Choir

Valentine’s Day

Young at Heart
11:30 a.m.

6 p.m.

15
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship
5 p.m.
Celebration Choir

16

18

Business Meeting
Agenda Items Due

23

19

20

21

Newsletter Articles Due

Business Meeting
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

President’s Day
Office Open

6 p.m.

22

17

Ash Wednesday

24

25

26

27

Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship
5 p.m.
Celebration Choir

6 p.m.
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FROM PASTOR CRAIG
I want to personally thank you for the opportunity to share the messages of
Revival and Spiritual Awakening over this past year as Interim and then Full
Time Pastor. While a former Pastor from Tennessee - who has been a mentor
to me for some 14 years or so - was praying for me – I suddenly became
aware of people in churches all over this area who are right now praying for
God to help them, to move in their midst, to Revive and Bless them again –
but they don’t know what to do. (I heard what Paul referred to as the
“Macedonian Call” where while he was praying in Acts 16 he saw a Man
from Macedonia asking him to come over the help them. It was God’s call to
bring the gospel to another area). I am heavily burdened to be a part of the
answer to their prayers by bringing the message and the burden of Revival
and Spiritual Awakening - that we must have
•
•
•
•

There is no
greater love
says the Lord,
than to lay
down one’s life
for a friend.
-John 15:13

sacrificial prayer that humbles the pride of our heart and
seek God with all our heart on His terms not ours,
brokenness over our sin that leads to genuine repentance,
righting wrongs done to fellow men,
and in this - God’s Holy Spirit will fall upon us again in His manifest
presence and power with blessing upon the saved and salvation to the
lost.

Wendi and I have felt led to move in this direction and that I should become a
tent-making (working) preacher and from the home base of a full time job I
can go out as God might open doors to spread these messages. God has
opened the door for an IT/Training and Development position at a large
health insurance company in Baton Rouge. I start there on Jan 26th. Please
know that our love and prayers will be with you in this time of transition.
Today, Sunday, January 11th, 2015 I am resigning as Pastor of Sherwood
Baptist Church.
In the warmest love of Jesus Christ,
Craig Nelms
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Worship Matters
► CHURCH COUNCIL. The Church Council will meet on Sunday, February 1, at 4 p.m., in the Choir Room.
Please come prepared to discuss the 2015 calendar.

Events & Activities
► JBC 2015 WOMEN’S RETREAT. Perfectly Imperfect featuring best selling author and Women of Faith
speaker Lisa Harper, will take place February 6, from 6-9 p.m., and February 7, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m., at
Jefferson Baptist Church. Tickets are $15. Child care is available upon reservation. Please see Darlene
Poindexter for more information, or go to women@jeffersonbaptist.org.
► MISSION ACTION. We will be collecting paper products and hygiene
products for the Iris Domestic Violence Center during the month of
February. Paper items needed are toilet tissue, paper towels, napkins, and
tissues. Hygiene items needed are toothpaste, toothbrushes, bath soap,
hand soap, deodorant for women, and wash cloths. Please place your
donations in the barrel in the Rotunda.
► WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY. The Women’s Bible Study will resume on
Monday, February 9, at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Our study will be Children of the Day by Beth Moore. The
New Testament believers carried the Sprit of God as they walked along the shores of Thessalonica, just as you
carry that light today. Shine brightly as you study 1 & 2 Thessalonians with Beth Moore in this 9 week study.
Study books will be available in the Church Office for $17.50.
SYMPATHY
We offer our deepest sympathies to Frances Raborn on the death of her
nephew Leon Hollingsworth.

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815
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Events & Activities

We are building a New Testament church to reach the upcoming generation
in the southeast Baton Rouge area, to follow Christ and thereby impact the world.

(cont’d from p. 5)

► YOUNG AT HEART. Young at Heart will meet at 11:30 a.m., on Tuesday,

February 10. Our program will be led by Brother Tommy Martin and the meal will
be potluck. Hope to see you there!
► YADA YADA PRAYER GROUP. We invite ladies to join us for a prayer and
praise meeting on Tuesday, February 17, in the home of Jan Schelin, at 12120 Astolat Ave. Join us
at 6 p.m.., for our fellowship meal supplied by Jan Schelin, Eileen Vincent, Gail Jones and Jane
James. Please be reading Derailed by Dave and Neta Jackson for our March meeting.
► WOMEN ON MISSION. We will meet February 2, in the Fellowship Hall at 6

p.m. The program will be led by Eileen Vincent. All ladies are welcome.
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