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April 2016

The Proclamation
FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART…..
Falling Down and Rising Again
“A righteous man falls seven times, and rises again.” Proverbs 24:16

1180 S. Flannery Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70815
Tel: (225) 275-2432
Fax: (225) 275-2649
E-mail:
thechurch@sherwoodbc.org
Web:
www.sherwoodbc.org

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
3:45 p.m. Celebration Choir
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship
WEDNESDAY ENCOUNTER
1st and 3rd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
2nd and 4th Wed. 10:30 a.m.
5th Wed. 10:30 a.m.

Success and failure are unavoidable parts of life. They follow one another inexorably. That is part of
Solomon’s wisdom. We love to focus on the fact that the man who falls seven times gets up a seventh time, but there is so much more to this proverb than simply getting up. It teaches us a great
deal about life.
Think of where you are in life right now. Is it a pleasant time? Or is it harsh? A mixture of both? Now
think of how many times you have experienced both spiritual highs and lows. That number far exceeds seven. It is probably countless.
Let’s look closer at the experiences of falling down and getting up. Falling down often happens by
your own hand. You have made a mistake. You’re facing the consequences of some bad decisions. We all bear the scars of tripping over our own feet.
Other times the fall is simply a matter of the difficulties of life: Something goes wrong with someone
close to you. Or your company downsizes. Someone dies. The ways life can beat you up are endless. Sometimes you feel as if getting beaten up is your only experience.
The good news is that God always gives us the necessary strength to rise again. I believe God fills in
where we are weakest. He takes our best and raises it to adequacy. In other words, He wants us to
exercise our faith to the very best of our ability to rise again. But some of you reading this right now
feel so “fallen” that you are close to giving up. God fills in where you fall short. He bears you up.
He keeps you in the palm of His hand. He lifts your head above the discouragement.
We are all involved in the endless rhythm of falling down and rising again. This means the spiritual
low points are not a final verdict on your value as a human being. But neither are the highs a guarantee of having ultimately and finally made it. No one is bad enough to fall beyond God’s reach.
No one is good enough to avoid falling. We all simply have to get up after we fall.

Digital format available at
Winston Churchill said “Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that
www.sherwoodbc.orgTo view in large format click on counts.” He sounds like Solomon three thousand years later.
the + (magnify) button.

What we must cultivate is a trusting determination and courage to continue. You have already
tried and become discouraged. You have no real choice but to try again. It’s time. Reclaim your
faith, rise to your knees, and then stand as the son or daughter God made you to be.
In His Service,
Brother Bruce
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April Calendar
April 2016

◄ March

Sun
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Celebration Choir
4:00 p.m.
Sunday Night
Sensation
5 p.m.

3

Mon

Tue

Ministry Outreach
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May ►

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

Newsletter Articles are due the third Wednesday of
each month. Any articles provided after that date will
not be included in the newsletter.

4

5

6

Youth Prayer Breakfast 9:15 a.m.

Noon
Young at Heart
11:30 a.m.
Bro. Tommy Martin

6 p.m.

6 pm

10

11

Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Celebration Choir
4:00 p.m.
Sunday Night
Sensation
5 p.m.

17

12

6 p.m.

Noon

18

13

19

Youth Ministry Day
9am-2pm

10:30 a.m.

20

21

22

Men’s Meeting
9 a.m.
Warehouse
Restaurant
on Choctaw

6 p.m.

Business Meeting
6:30 p.m.

23

Newsletter Article
Deadline

24
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Celebration Choir
4:00 p.m.
Sunday Night
Sensation
5 p.m.

25

26

27

28

10:30 a.m.

29

30

