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What Difference Does Easter Make?
Dr. Ralph F. Wilson
So what if the Easter bunny wins the hearts of children everywhere? So why not strike "Easter
vacation" from the vocabulary of our schools and substitute "Spring break"? What difference
does Easter make anyway?
It makes a lot of difference to those who are in touch enough with reality to take life and death
seriously. It made a lot of difference to a very real woman named Mary. Let me tell you her
story.
Mary had the heart-wrenching honor of washing the dried blood from Jesus' lifeless body as
two other followers prepared the tomb cut into Jerusalem's cold limestone. Mary wept as she
washed--wept and remembered....

EASTER AT
SHERWOOD
Sunday, April 5,
10:30 a.m.

She had been born to luxury, heiress to a textile fortune, a native of Magdala, a town along the
coast of Galilee. "Little good it did me," she mused. Money had brought the opposite of
happiness. She looked back at her teen years as a blur of painful, compulsive acting out. Her
parents had thrown up their hands in despair, she recalled. She recollected the gnawing fear,
the self-loathing that ate at her very core. And she could remember the caring boldness in
Jesus' penetrating eyes as he had confronted the demons that tormented her and commanded
them to be gone forever. That had been the last of the frantic, distraught Mary. A gentle, peacefilled Mary had taken her place. Until today.
Today she had seen her Lord die an excruciating death, his body weight hanging limp from the
nails driven through his hands and feet, suspended from a cross like a common criminal.

Celebration Choir

Her heart caught in her throat as she remembered and wept and washed away the caked blood
with her tears. She wept, too, as she watched the men lift Jesus' corpse onto the tomb's carved
ledge, and roll a massive stone across the doorway.

Easter Message

Was all her hope for nothing? What of all the thousands of diseased bodies he had healed? The
broken lives he had restored? The promises of the Kingdom of God?

Lord’s Supper
No Evening Service

But early Sunday morning she was back at the tomb to finish anointing his body. When she
arrived the tomb stood open, stone pushed to the side, ashes of the Roman guards' watchfire
still smoldering. "How can they be so cruel?" she cried as she ran to tell the apostles. So cruel.

Continued on page 4
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EVENTS:

•

April 5, 9:15 a.m. – Celebrate the resurrected Lord with a youth Prayer
Breakfast on Easter Sunday at 9:15 a.m., in the Youth Sunday School
Department.

•

April 18, Game Night for Sherwood Youth. Join us for hot dogs and
nachos at 6 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall and an evening of games in the
Youth Sunday School Department. Parents should pick up their youth
at 9:30 p.m.

. . .

Heath Watson, Director of Music

Men’s Meeting
“33 Series” Bible Study April 11 & 25 at 9 a.m.
Outreach Ministry
CELEBRATION CHOIR RETREAT
April 17 & 18

New Member Orientation Luncheon – come learn about
life at Sherwood and how to be a part of it! Sunday, May 1,
after Morning Worship in the Fellowship Hall.

Brad Woods (Clinician)
www.hillcrestchurch.com
Jason Bryan (Pianist)

God’s Response Our Witness (GROW)
“Sharing Jesus Without Fear” study Sunday nights at 7 p.m.
Beginning May 1.

Special Concert on Friday Night!
Come see what you can do to help in our Church Growth!!

Come be a part of a great group of Christian Musicians
and join us! Rehearsals are Sundays at 4 p.m.

Young Adult/Married Bible Study “Authentic.” April 10 &
24 at 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall.

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815

(225) 275-2432
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~ April 2015 ~

◄ March

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

May ►

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

Prayer Meeting
6 p.m.
Celebration Choir
Practice 6 p.m.

OFFICE
CLOSED

5

6

7

8

9
Prayer Meeting
6 p.m.

Easter Sunday
Women’s Bible
Study
12 p.m

10

11

Young Adult/Married
Ministry 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
9 a.m.

Business Meeting
Agenda Items Due

No Evening
Service
6 pm
.

12

13

Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Celebration Choir
4 p.m.
Evening Worship
5 p.m.

19

14

Women’s Bible
Study
12 p.m.

17

18
Celebration Choir
Retreat

Newsletter Articles Due

21

22

23

24
Young Adult/Married
Ministry 6:30 p.m

Prayer Meeting
6 p.m.

Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Celebration Choir
4 p.m.
Evening Worship
5 p.m.

25
Men’s Bible Study
9 a.m.

6 p.m.

27

“LOVE IS A GIFT”
Luncheon for Sherwood
widows
Following morning
worship

16

Business/Prayer Meeting
6 p.m.

Game Night for
Sherwood Youth 6 p.m.

20

26

15
Young at Heart
11:30 a.m.

28

29

30
Prayer Meeting
6 p.m.

Notes:
Set aside time daily to
pray for Sherwood Baptist
Church.

Church Council
4 p.m.

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815
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What Difference Does Easter Make?
Continued from Page 1

But it wasn't cruelty that rolled away the stone that Easter morning. It was the powerful hand of God as
Jesus Christ stepped forth brimming with Life.
Mary saw him, mistaking him for the gardener. But there was no mistaking his familiar voice--"Mary." She
fell at his feet, tears of grief melting into tears of joy. "Rabboni," she said as she looked into his face.
"Teacher."
Yes, Easter bunnies still capture the hearts of children and schools talk about Spring break, but you and I
know what really happened on Easter.
In an instant history changed forever, because where once the human mortality rate had held steady at
100%, now it skipped a beat as Jesus, Savior of all mankind, stepped out of dead statistics into life. Death is
the last word no longer for Jesus' followers, life is.
"Believe in Bhudda," some still insist amid the marketplace of the world religions. "Confucius," say the
Chinese. "Mohammed," cry the Muslims. "Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh," shout his followers, and on it goes.
"Jesus," Mary would tell us, "He changed my life." And millions around the globe would echo, "Mine, too.
He touched my life, too."
For while religious leaders have come and gone, the fact remains: only One stepped forth from the tomb.
Only One has risen from the dead. Only One has conquered death. Only One offers the promise of eternal
life to those who follow him.
"I am the resurrection and the life," Jesus said. "He who believes in me will live, even though he dies, and
whoever lives and believes in me will never die."
So why do Jesus' followers gather in churches on Easter morning? To show off their Easter finery? God
forbid. Rather
•

To celebrate the victory of Life over death,

•

To help their children and grandchildren share their faith that Jesus is alive, and

•

To declare that Jesus Christ is Lord indeed!

We hope you'll join us and millions of Christians around the world this Easter Sunday.

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815
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Worship Matters
► SUNDAY SCHOOL. If you would like to recycle your old quarterly materials, please put them in the
barrel in the Rotunda.

► MARCH BUSINESS MEETING SUMMARY. The following items were approved:
• February contributions were $15,417.37, an average of $3,854.34 per Sunday. Contributions exceed
expenses by $53.19. Surplus for the year is $4,026.00.
• It was voted to form a Pastor Search committee. The committee should have 5 members and 2
alternates. Nominations are being accepted in the Church Office through May 1.
►OFFERING INFORMATION. Monthly budget needs: $22,967.79. March Offerings: $21,872.23.

►ANNIE ARMSTRONG OFFERING Total contributions to the Annie Armstrong Mission are $887.10.
Thank you for your contributions to this worthwhile mission.

Events & Activities
► MISSION ACTION. We will have a work session for making Plarn
(plastic yarn). Plarn is used for making sleeping mats for the homeless.
Meet with us in the old Adult III Sunday School Department on April 9, at
10:00 a.m.
► WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY. The Beth Moore Bible Study, The Children
of the Day, will continue on Mondays at noon through Monday, April 13.
► SAVE THE DATE. Friends and family of KD and Darren Smith, save the date of April 25, 2015. The event
is a Safari baby shower. The location is Woodlawn Baptist Church.
Time 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. RSVP to Eileen 225-266-3171 or Melissa Lee 225610-8146.
► “LOVE IS A GIFT.” Please join us for a Luncheon honoring
Sherwood’s widows given by the Young Adult/Married Ministry,
April 26, immediately following the morning worship service.

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815

(225) 275-2432
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SHERWOOD
BAPTIST CHURCH
1180 S. Flannery Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70815
Tel: (225) 275-2432
Fax: (225) 275-2649
E-mail:
thechurch@sherwoodbc.org
Web:
www.sherwoodbc.org
ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED
SUNDAY SERVICES
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
4:00 p.m. Celebration Choir
5:00 p.m. Evening Worship
WEDNESDAY SERVICES
6:00 p.m. Prayer Service

Events & Activities

We are building a New Testament church to reach the upcoming generation
in the southeast Baton Rouge area, to follow Christ and thereby impact the world.

(cont’d from p. 5)

► YOUNG AT HEART. Young at Heart will meet at 11:30 a.m., on Tuesday, April

14. Our program will be announced and the meal will be potluck. Hope to see you
there!
► YADA YADA PRAYER GROUP. We would like to extend an invitation to the
ladies of Sherwood Baptist to join us for a prayer and praise meeting at the home of Jane James
(13815 Darilyn Dr.), at 6:00 p.m., on Tuesday, April 21. The fellowship meal will be provided by Jan
Schelin, Gail Jones, Jane James, Eileen Vincent and Deborah Norwood. We are reading Redemption
by Karen Kingsbury for the May meeting.
► WOMEN ON MISSION. We invite all ladies of the Church to meet Monday,

April 6, at 6:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Our meal will be provided by Barbara
McDaniel and Gwen Willis. The Bible study will be led by Jan Schelin. Join us as
we begin a study of the family of Jesus.

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70815

(225) 275-2432

